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Make the Switch 

                                                                                                                    
by Steven Hoffmann                           

 

 

 

 Every believer is endowed by God with talents and abilities. Why is it that so much goes 
undone when there are so many capable Christians? 

 

Running time: 3-4 minutes 

Themes: Works, Christian ability, Light, Being used by God 

Scripture reference: Matthew 5:14-16 

Characters: 

 #1 -male or female 

 Booth operator (offstage voice -male or female) 

Props:  

 Book with unreadable cover, or with proper title. 

 Flashlight 

Scene: Empty stage with chair 

 

(#1 enters with book, sits.) 

#1: Today, I would like to read you a story from the book, Tales of the Uninspired …  

 (Lights go out. Long, long pause.) 
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#1:   Does anyone notice, or is it just me?  We have a problem here! (Calls out to sound 
booth, anyone's name, so long as it isn't whoever is in the sound booth)   Tom? Cathy? 
John? 

(no response) 

#1:   Is there anybody in the sound booth? 

(pause) 

Booth:   Yeah? 

#1:   Well, what do you know- there is life in the sound booth. Why didn't you answer when I    
called out? 

Booth:   Because you didn't call me. 

#1:   Yes I did, I asked if there was anybody in the sound booth. 

Booth:   But you didn't call me. Not specifically, not by name. 

#1:   Sorry, it's a little dark in here. I couldn't see.  

Booth:   You could have remembered. 

#1:   Remembered what?  

Booth:  You could have remembered my name. You could have remembered that I'm (name), 
and that I'm right here, ready to go to work. 

#1: I'm sorry (name).  

Booth: As you should be. 

(long pause) 

#1:   Oh, (name)? 

Booth:   Yeah? 

#1:   Do you notice anything wrong? Any itsy-bitsy, teeny-weenie problem here tonight? 

Booth:   Besides you not remembering my name? 
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#1:   Yeah, besides that. 

Booth:   No. 

#1:   Aw, c'mon! Can you tell me why we are sitting here in the dark? 

Booth:   It's because the lights aren't on. 

#1:   I think we've gathered that much. Do you wish to tell me why the lights aren't on? 

Booth:   I don't feel like it.  

#1:   Okay then, let me guess…. Um, it's dark because there aren't any light fixtures in this 
room. No, there are lots of lights in this room, I've seen them. Maybe because there aren't any 
light bulbs? No, that's not it either. There are a total of 44 light bulbs in the sanctuary. I know 
that for a fact because I counted them during pastor's last sermon… (realizes what's just been 
said) -sorry pastor. Is it because the power company is having an outage? Uh, nope. The lights 
are on in other places. The circuit breakers are good because the sound system is on. Could 
you please tell me why we are in darkness?! 

Booth:   I told you before, I don't feel like it. 

#1:   Why won't you tell me? 

Booth:   I am telling you why. I don't feel like it. I don't feel like turning on the lights. 

#1:   Why? 

Booth:   Because you didn't call me by name. 

#1:   Please (name), would you please turn on the lights? 

(lights on) 

#1:   Thank you (name). 

#1:   (standing) All the equipment necessary is in place. There is a connection to power, and 
the power is on. The switch is right at the fingertips. Yet so many continue to live in darkness 
because some believe they haven't been called…  Such a shame.  

(#1 snaps fingers, lights go out. #1 pulls out flashlight, turns it on and exits singing "This 
Little Light of Mine") 


