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Guilt & Grace 

A skit by Nora J. Spinaio 

 

(note you can panmine the tying of the hands) 

 

(Two correctional officers half drag an inmate and throw him into a chair.  The inmate is 

pulling and screaming and his hands are tied.  The officers say nothing as they push the 

inmate into a chair.  The officers stand on either side of the inmate with one hand on the 

inmate’s shoulder.) 

 

Inmate: (angry) Stupid ….. (tries to wiggle) Just give me a chance. 

 

Warden: (enters laughing) A chance to do what, moron?  What’re you gonna do 

here on death row? 

 

Inmate: (even angrier)  You wait.  You just wait. 

 

Warden: (laughs louder) Yeah, I’ll wait.  You’re gonna fry tomorrow.  Yeah, you 

just keep that attitude. 

 

Inmate: (This sobers him and he calms down) Just leave me alone. 

 

Warden: Sure. (pauses) You want to see a preacher? 

 

Inmate: No.  It’s too late for me to see a preacher. 

 

Warden: (shrugs) If that’s how you want it. 

 

Inmate: Yeah, it’s too late for me. (turns head to floor). Guess I shouldn’t have 

been there….shouldn’t have taken the gun…shouldn’t (shrugs and looks 

up) ….too late now. 

 

Warden: (shakes his head & leaves) 

 

Inmate: (sits with head down) 

 

Voice: Your grandmother prayed for you. (pauses) Still …you’re gonna die 

tomorrow. 

 

Inmate: (thinking someone’s come in) How’d you know my grandma prayed? 

(looks up and around but doesn’t see anyone) Very funny. 

 

Voice:  Your grans prayed for you. 

 

Inmate: Who is that? (looks around and sees someone come in) 
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Voice:  I didn’t mean to startle you. 

 

Inmate: Yeah, right. (pauses) But, how did you know about grans? 

 

Voice: I know lots of stuff.  I know she prayed for you.  I know you used to 

know Jesus.  I know he still knows and loves you. 

 

Inmate: You must be the preacher.  I told the warden I didn’t want a preacher. 

 

Voice:  I’m no preacher.  I just know things. (pauses) Do you want to die? 

 

Inmate: (lifts arms) What do you think? 

 

Voice:  Well then, are you ready to die? 

 

Inmate: No. But, it’s too late for me. 

 

Voice: You know better.  Remember what your grans taught you.  ―He who the 

Son sets free is free indeed‖. 

 

Inmate: I remember.  But, look where I’m at.  It’s too late for me. 

 

Voice: No, it’s just about time.  Jesus can make your soul free.  ―He who the 

Son sets free is free indeed‖.  You remember… you know.  (voice 

leaves) 

 

 

Inmate:  (sadly) Yeah, I remember.  (looks up and prays out in desperation) Dear 

God, oh God.  I don’t want to die.  But, if I have to die, I don’t want to 

die with all this sin—all this bad inside of me.  God, if it’s not too late, 

forgive me now.  There’s no time but I remember grans telling me about 

love and about grace.  God, I need some grace.  I don’t deserve it, but I 

sure need some –even just a little. (puts head in hands and sobs)  

 

  

 

(― I should have been crucified‖ is sung just off stage as a solo.) 

 

( Inmate starts w/head down during 1
st
 verse. As Jesus approaches, he reacts.  Jesus 

kneels down and unties the inmate’s feet. (The correctional officers take a couple of steps 

back.)  On 2
nd

 verse the sound effect of a hammer hitting steel nails is heard.  The 

inmate looks up at Jesus and shakes his head –humble.  Jesus shows the inmate his nail 

scarred hands and feet.  Jesus unties the inmate’s hands.  Jesus points to the cross. Jesus 

talks to the inmate (inaudible to the audience).  The inmate shakes his head again.  Jesus 

points to the cross again and continues talking showing the inmate the nail scarred hands. 

The SE stops at the start of the last chorus.  The inmate begins to understand and they 



Guilt & Grace  Page 3 of 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

exit the stage together at the end of the song.) 

End 


